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CONGRESSMAN  BITT  BEAD 

Chairman     Of    Foreign     Affairs 
Committee  Paases  Away. 


HE  WAS  A  FRIEND  OF  UNCOLN 

Intimate,  Too,  With   Many  Another 

National    Character lie     Matt    A 

Long'    And    Varied    Career. 

[Special  Dispatch  to  the  Baltimore  Svin.] 
Narragansett  Pier,  R.  I.,  Sept.  20.-— Con- 
gressman Bobert  Roberts  Hitt,  of  Mount 
Morris,  111.,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs  and  a  candidate  for  the 
Vice-Presidential  nomination  on  the  Roose- 
velt  ticket  in  1004,  died  today  a<t  Kinney 
Lodge,  his  summer  home  here,  aged  72 
years.  . 

Heart  failure,  following  a  long  period  of 
increasing  physical  weakness,  was  the 
cause  of  death.  Mrs.  Hitt  and  her  two 
sons,  W.  S.  Hitt  and  B.  H.  Hitt,  were  at 
the   bedside  of  the   Congressman  when   he 

died.  ...        v.1 

When  Mr.  Hitt,  accompanied  by  his 
wife,  arrived  at  Kinney  Lodge,  la  June,  It 
was  understood  that  he  was  not  In  good 
health,  his  condition  being  attributed  to 
ailments  due  to  feivanced  years.  For  some 
time  the  patient  showed  improvement,  but 
a  few  weeks  ago  most  serious  symptoms 
were  noted.  Subsequent  treatment  seemed 
to  have  little  beneficial  effect,  although 
the  advice  of  a  specialist  constantly  was 

S°There  was  no  alarming  sudden  change, 
and  up  to  early  today  immediate  death  was 
not  expected.  A  collapse,  due  to  heart 
weakness,  came  during  the  morning  hours 
with  fatal  result. 

Arrangements  will  be  made  to  remove 
the  body  to  Illinois  tomorrow. 

Not  Unexpected  In  Washington. 
Washington,  Sept.  20.-111  health,  con- 
tinuing through  two  years  at  least  which 
for  the  most  part  unfitted  hid  for  his  Con- 
gressional duties,  bad  afflicted  Represent- 
ative Hitt  so  that  Mi .  dtmlM .was  not  .*£ 
together  unexpected.- here.  In  fact  the 
greater  part- o*  the  work  ot  taeJmnortant 
gmfaftS  on  Foreign  Affair^*™** 
of  which  Mr.  Hitt  was  chairman,  was  dur 
the   entire    last    session    of    Congress    d£ 

i,„^CTOri  first  bv  Representative  Bobert 
A^fTennglvanll  up  j- *■*£* 
his  tragic  death  last  spring  and^fte"™ 
b,  Representatives  Coualns.  ol  Iowa. 
Charles  Landis,  of  Indiana,  and  Perkins,  of 

NeM?°HBt  was  one  of  the  most  popular 
experience  and  ability  he  was ^Stfjg 

the  foreign  service. 

He  Had  A  Varied  Career. 

aaff  »£.» :  >s  12*242- «. 

St    »»oTtb.  tew  '«■»»'»'«  "*"™e,i. 
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old  bis  parents  removed  to  Ogle  eotmtij 
Illinois,  and  H  was  in  this  part  of  the 
State,  only  a  short  distance  from  the  old 
homestead,  that  Mr.  Hitt  ever  since  bad 
his  home.  He  was  educated  at  Rock  River 
Seminary,  now  Mount  Morris  College,  and 
at  De  Pauw  University,  at  Asbury,  III. 

While  In  the  seminary  he  became  Inter- 
ested in  stenography,  «nd,  as  with  every- 
thing else  he  undertook,  he  became  master 
of  it.  His  success  in  life  waB  due  In  no 
small  measure  to  this  fact. 

In  those  days  shorthand  writers  were  by 
no  means  so  common  as  they  are  now. 
About  that  time  he  had  an  ambition  to  be- 
come a  journalist,  and  almost  his  first  em- 
ployment was  on  the  staff  of  the  Chicago 
Tribune.  When  It  was  learned  that  he  was 
a  stenographer  he  received  what  was  re- 
garded as  the  star  assignment  on  the 
paper — to  report  the  great  debates  be- 
tween Douglas  and  Lincoln  In  1858,  when 
the  "Little  Giant"  and  the  "Rail-Splitter" 
were  rival  candidates  for  the  Senate  and 
canvassed  the  State  In  Joint  debate  In  a  _ 
campaign"  which  Iws  ever  been  memuinlrte 
in  the  political  history  of  Illinois. 

Knew   UoukIuh  And  Lincoln. 

In  this  way  Mx.  Hitt  came  to  be  known 
to  both  Do»glas  and  Lincoln.  His  reports 
of  the  debates  were  used  by  both  political 
parties  and  form  the  only  record  that: 
exists  of  those  vigorous  speeches. 

It  Is  many  years  since  Mr.  Hitt  did  any 
shorthand  reporting,  but  his  hand  never 
lost  Its  cunning,  and  until  Recently  he  not 
Infrequently  jotted  down  for  a  memoran- 
dum those  peculiar  little  hooks  and  quirks 
which  mean  so  much  to  the  stenographer. 
If  occasion  required  he  could  do  a  Job 
of  shorthand  reporting  which  would  put 
to  shame  many  an.  amanuensis. 

Mr.  Hitt  became  the  friend  of  President 
Grant,  and  in  1874  was  made  First  Secre- 
tary of  the  United  States  Legation  in 
Paris.  During  the  absence  of  the  Ameri- 
can Minister  he  was  charge  d'affaires.  He 
seemed  to  have  a  natural  ability  and  taste 
for  diplomatic  matters,  and  had  he  re- 
mained in  that  branch  of  the  service  there 
Is  no  doubt  that  he  would  have  become  one 
of  America's  greatest  diplomatists. 

In  1881  he  returned  to  the  United  States 
and  was  made  First  Assistant  Secretary  of 
State  under  James  G.  Blaine,  who  had 
discovered  his  caliber  and  how  well  suited 
he  was  for  dealing  with  the  affairs  of 
state.  His  career  in  the  State  Department 
was  cut  short  by  the  death  of  Representa- 
tive R.  M.  A.  Hawk,  whom  he  was  nomi- 
nated to  succeed. 

A   Fixture   In    Congress 

The  Republicans  of  the  district  had  « 
controversy  over  the  nomination,  there  be- 
ing several  candidates  and  an  Inability  to 
agree  upon  any  of  them.  Finally,  someone 
Suggested  Mr.  Hitt.  To  the  question 
"Who's  Hitt?"  the  response  was  made  that 
he  was  the  man  whom  James  G.  Blaine 
thought  well  enough  of  to  make  Assistant 
Secretary  of  State. ,  That  settled  the  mat- 
ter, and  Mr.  Hitt  was  nominated  and 
elected  In  November,  1882. 

Sinoe  that  time  his  record  won  him, 
every  other  year,  a  renomlnation  without 
opposition  and  an  election  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. 

In  the  Fifty-sixth  Congress  Mr.  H'*'  was 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, a  position  for  which  his  experience 
and  his  ability  to  grasp  international  ques- 
tions especially  fitted  him.  Had  he  been 
more  of  a  politician  he  might  have  been  a 
Senator  long  ago. 

He  was  a  consistent  advocate  of  improve- 
ment In  the  diplomatic  and  consular  serv- 
ice, and  much  that  has  been  accomplished 


0S  hi*  a<f.vjee"wa.  aJWafi  Bought  and' 
olldwed  ttyi  the I' leaders  of  his  party.  While 
an  advocate  of  Chinese  exclusion,  Mr.  Hitt 
j  Insisted  that  the  exclusion  of  the  Chinese  j 
■hould  be  in  accordance  with  existing 
treaties  with  the  Chinese  Empire  and  never 
In  violation  of  international  obligations. 
"  Averted  Trouble  With  Mexico. 
It  was  largely  through  bis  efforts  In  July, 
1886,  that  trouble  with  the  Republic  of 
Mexico  was  averted.  A.  K.  Cutting,  an 
American  citizen,  had  upon  crossing  the 
border  at  El  Paso  into  Mexico  been  ar- 
rested and  thrown  into  prison  f o -j  having 
published  in  Texas  an  article  which  was 
regarded  by  Mexicans  as  slanderous  and 
libelous  upon  their  country.  The  Mexi- 
cans promulgated  the  doctrine  of  exterri- 
toriality, assuming  that  their  Government 
had  the  right  to  punish  a  person  for  an  of- 
fense against  Its  laws  or  Its  citizens  when 
he  should  be  arrested  upon  Mexican  soil, 
regardless  of  the  fact  that  the  alleged  of- 
fense was  committed  outside  of  the  Juris- 
diction of  Mexico. 

Mexico  refused  for  a  time  to  surrender 
Cutting  and  serious  difficulties  were  threat- 
ened.    A  speech  by  Mr.  Hitt  In  the  House 
had  the  effect  of  preventing  hasty  action 
and  the  matter  was  satisfactorily  adjusted. 
Mr.  Hitt  was  a  member  of  the  World's 
Fair  Committee  and  as  such  did  much  to- 
ward  selecting   Chicago   as   the   place   for 
I    holding    the    Columbian    Exposition.      He 
!    was  appointed  In  1898  by  the  lute  President 
,    McKlnley  as  one  of  the  committee  to  pro- 
j    vide   for   the   establishment   of   a   govern- 
i     ment  for  Hawaii,  and  as  chairman  of  the 
|    Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  he   led  the 
flght  In  the  House  for  the  resolution  pro- 
I    vlding  for  the  annexation  of  the  Hawaiian 
i     Islands. 
L^^JWanted   A   Commercial   Union. 

jftr."*"Hitt's  loyalty  to  protection  was 
j  never  doubted ;  he,  however,  advocated 
j  reciprocity.  He  went  a  step  beyond  urg- 
i  ing  reciprocity  with  Canada  and  advocated 
;  a  commercial  union  with  Canada  by  Which 
]  all  tariff  duties  between  this  country  and 
-the  Dominion  should  be  abolished  and  the 
I  Canadians  he  as  free  to  buy  and  sell  in 
f  the  markets  of  the  United  States  as  the 
people  of  one  State  are  free  to  buy  and 
sell  in  another  State,  and  as  the  people  of 
the__JStates  would  be  to  tea  and  sell  In 
I  Canada ;  In  fact,  such  a  commercial  unionf 
i  between  this  Government  and.  Canada  as 
|  would  provide  for  free  trade  between  the 
j  two  countries  with  protection  against  the 
j  rest  of  the  world. 

In  March,  188-B,  Mr.  Hitt  introduced  In 

'  the  House  a  resolution  emboc'tylng  his  views 

and   authorizing   the   appointment   by   the 

President  of  a  commission  to  prepare  such 

a  scheme  whenever  Canada  might  announce 

,  her  desire  for  it. 

In  March,.  1889,  Mr.  Hitt  was  successful 
In  having  his  resolution  passed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  which  was  then 
Democratic. 

Mr.   Hitt  made  a  strong  speech   in  de- 
fense of  the  President's  Panama,  policy. 
"  Prominent  In.  Social  Life. 

During  --their  22  years  of  residence  In 
Washington  the  Hitts  bad  always  been 
foremost  in  the  sioclety  "or  the  capital.  Mrs. 
Hitt,  who  was  Miss  Reynolds,  «tt  Indian- 
apolis, is  not  only  wealthy,  but  ranks  as 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  end  brilliant 
women  of  Washington. 

Their  home  had  always  been  a  center 
for  wit,  wisdom  and  fashion.  Mrs.  Hltt's 
social  career  after  her  marriage  began  in 
Paris,  when  her  husband  was  the  Charge 
d' Affaires  of  the  United  States  Legation  ; 
In  that  city.  It  was  tra jsxerrSir'To  "vvTrtn- 
Ington  during  the  tjme  Mr.  Hitt  was  First 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  and  her  pop- 
ularity guew  during  the  many  years  Mr. 
Hitt  has  represented  an  Illinois  c6nstitu- 
ency  In  the1.  House.  , 

His  position  for  many  years  at  the  head 
.qf  the  Conualtnee  on  Foreign  Affaire  alone 
gave  the  Hitt*  prominence  ta.the  dinlo- 
im»flc  circle,  btft  their  ljstwa*  V»<>  ;n«u* 
ionftned  to  ortfrdtarf.;:  .TfeelF  heme  at  %j»W 
&,  street  offered ''^:''sie*MM$'spj010#£a''fo  a 
salon  «  anting I»  Washington. 

^h«  hottue  wa#  for  a  time  thertSWence  >: 
pf  William  M-  %**i*, Secretary  of  State 
under  Mr.  H«yM%  \IC  1»>  mwiir»«nded  by  a 
'Ipac'Iods  Inwri   and   ifc  well   designed  and 
;f^n*sbed  far  aocJsB.fanctiona^y.,  ,,  . 


i°ioy 


